
Statement on Strengthening the Treaty Body System
On behalf of Vida y Familia de Guadalajara, an accredited private Mexican welfare institution, 

and Personhood Education, a civil and human rights advocacy group engaged in the social policy 
debate at the United Nations, we are pleased to participate in the consultation with civil society on the 
intergovernmental process on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights 
treaty body system.

Treaty bodies must be able to effectively implement the treaties they oversee. Recalling that their 
authority derives from the consent of the States, which grants them powers limited to fulfilling what has 
been agreed in the treaty, we believe that the powers of treaty bodies must be governed by and adhere to 
the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, which clearly sets forth the governing principles for the 
interpretation of treaties. Under Article 31, treaties must be interpreted in good faith and in accordance 
with the ordinary meaning to be given to the terms of the treaty in their context and in the light of the 
treaty’s object and purpose.

Human rights treaty bodies develop consensus among state parties about fundamental human 
rights issues through dialogue. When treaty bodies act beyond the scope of their mandate, their actions 
obstruct dialogue to strengthen human rights and alienate state parties that represent diverse political, 
religious, and cultural traditions.

We are concerned that Treaty bodies have too frequently exceeded the powers granted by the 
member states and have overreached their authority through recommendations, interpretations, and the 
creation of new rights which do not exist in previously agreed language and have no legal basis. This 
appears in the form of:

• issuing purportedly authoritative abstract legal interpretations of the treaties they are charged 
with monitoring through general comments; 

• issuing purportedly authoritative state specific suggestions, recommendations and concluding 
observations that are quasi-juridicial in character; 

• attempting to impose new and unfounded obligations  on state parties through expansive 
interpretations of the treaties they are charged with monitoring without regard for the 
ordinary meaning of the words contained in the treaties; 

• and pressuring States parties to change their national legislation, even in areas not covered by 
the treaty they are charged with monitoring.

In order to improve dialogue between treaty bodies and state parties and to strengthen and 
enhance the United Nations treaty body monitoring system, we encourage reform that addresses 
transgressions upon national sovereignty and maintains the standards for treaty interpretation agreed to 
in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. Thank you for inviting the members of civil society to 
contribute constructively to this strengthening process.


