
Statement on Strengthening the Treaty Body System
On behalf of Vida y Familia de Guadalajara, an accredited private Mexican welfare institution, 

and Personhood Education, a civil and human rights advocacy group engaged in the social policy 
debate at the United Nations, we are pleased to participate in the consultation with civil society on the 
intergovernmental process on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights 
treaty body system.

Treaty bodies must be able to effectively implement the treaties they oversee. We agree with the 
suggestion of member states that decentralizing responsibility for implementing these treaties is a 
necessary step in the strengthening process. Member states and organizations who understand the local 
context can best implement the suggestions of the human rights treaty bodies. Permitting the OHCHR to 
delegate and cooperate with member states and other organizations will improve its efficiency and 
effectiveness. The increased cooperation and dialogue resulting from decentralization will aid in 
developing the necessary consensus among state parties about fundamental human rights issues.

Relieving the excessive burden that treaty bodies have placed upon themselves allows them to 
refocus their activities on the limited and enumerated powers granted to them by member states in the 
treaties. We are concerned that treaty bodies have frequently exceeded the powers granted by the 
member states and have overreached their authority through recommendations, interpretations, and the 
creation of new rights which do not exist in previously agreed language.

When treaty bodies attempt to take on responsibilities beyond their mandate, they too often 
attempt to impose new and unfounded obligations on state parties through expansive interpretations of 
the treaties they are charged with monitoring. Delegating to member states avoids these transgressions 
upon the national sovereignty of member states. Equal treatment of these state parties is also essential. 
The proposed Code of Conduct for treaty monitoring commissions would help avoid biased 
implementation and improve the work of the commissions.

Decentralizing the implementation of the human rights treaties opens up dialogue to strengthen 
human rights among state parties that represent diverse political, religious, and cultural traditions. We 
join member states to encourage reform that allows for that kind of delegation and cooparation rather 
than centralized decision-making. Once again, thank you for engaging civil society to strengthen the 
human rights treaty bodies.


